[Secretion of tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNF-alpha) by peripheral blood monocytes in patients with multiple sclerosis and subacute sclerosis panencephalitis].
TNF alpha production by peripheral blood monocytes was studied in seventeen patients with a recent exacerbation of MS, thirteen with remission of MS and fourteen patients with SSPE. Monocytes from both MS groups spontaneously secreted high amounts of TNF alpha in vitro. Addition of lipopolisaccharide could not stimulate further synthesis of TNF alpha. In SSPE spontaneous and stimulated TNF alpha release did not differ from that in the control group. The observed changes in TNF alpha release in MS patients could play a role in the pathogenesis of the disease.